
 

 

 

Keeping You Informed 
 
 
Mar 2023 

Our role is to protect and improve the environment so that everyone can 
enjoy the benefits of a clean, safe and healthy place to live 
We are responsible for protecting the environment by regulating waste 
storage, treatment, recovery, and disposal 
This briefing will give you information and an update on the 
implementation of improvement conditions for Biowise Limited Permit 
Ref: EPR/PP3096ZA 

 
Best Available Techniques - Biowise Limited Permit Review 
 

In our previous newsletter we informed the community that a review of Biowise Ltd 
Environmental Permit identified significant improvements were required in order to 
meet current legislative requirements and implement Best Available Techniques 
(BAT). The Environment Agency have agreed improvements across the entire 
process to comply with the new standards, and in particular the outside 
composting area, shredding and screening operations in order to reduce the 
potential for odour.  

 
We confirm that Biowise Ltd have completed and are in the process of completing 
works and submitting information to us in response to those improvement 
conditions (IC) that are in their permit. Appendix 1 to this newsletter is the table of 
ICs as detailed in the permit. Below is a summary of key points for works 
completed, underway and amendments to deadlines as required:  
 

Improved leachate tank 

An improved leachate tank has been installed on the open compost area to minimise the 
potential for odour. Works were completed by the end of March 2023. 

 

Improved method of screening material 
Engineering designs to reduce the potential for odour from the outside screening process 
have been submitted to and agreed by us. The manufacturer of the equipment required 
has reported a short delay in supply; these works are expected late April 2023. 
 

Indoor shredding 
All compost material arriving onsite was previously machine shredded outside. This 
activity has now been moved to a contained building with the facility to capture and treat 
potentially odorous air.  

Improved biofilters 

The building mentioned above houses the shredder and tunnels for pasteurising the 
compost; it has four biofilters which treat odorous air. All of these biofilters have had 
replacement filter media installed. This work was in addition to the improvement 
conditions required by the permit, therefore the efficiency review required will be 
submitted after completion. 
 
 



 

 

 

Covers 

Covers are now in place on all vehicles transporting waste material around site.  

Compost bays are to be covered at all times, other than for operational purposes such as 
filling/emptying of bays and screening. Biowise have submitted the design specification; 
the work is due to be completed by the end of April 2023. The efficiency of these covers 
will be reviewed after a period of time in operation to enable a representative review of 
their efficiency. 

 
Review of the compost storage plan 
 
The compost storage plan was submitted and approved as meeting the requirements of 
the improvement condition.  
 
Ongoing requirements 
ICs 16, 17 and 19 were submitted to the Environment Agency on the 29 March and are 
currently under review. Biowise are required to submit final versions of the updated 
Environmental Management Systems (EMS) and Odour Management Plan (OMP) to 
account for improvements which have been implemented.  These  will be submitted on 
completion of all major infrastructure works.  

 

Amended date 

Improvement Condition 20 requires a review of odour control and treatment. This requires 
a full year’s operation. The date for submission should therefore be the 2024 not 2023 as 
stated in the permit. This has been identified and clarified with the operator. 
 
We will continue to update the community on Biowise progress towards completion of all 
improvement conditions.  
 

Contact Us 

General enquiries 

National Customer Contact 
Centre PO Box 544 

Rotherham  
S60 1BY 
United Kingdom 

Email - enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk  

Telephone 03708 506 506 Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm

mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk


 

 

 

 
 

Appendix 1 – Improvement Conditions 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


